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endeavors to make clear what he wished to teach, and finally to study him in 
his relations to other Old Testament authors. 

In the introductory studies the reader learns to know the simple, rugged, 
fearless prophet of Tekoa in his home, and becomes familiar with some of 
the social and religious problems that weighed upon his heart. The analysis 
of the material is especially felicitous. In the body of the book, under the 
head of "Translation and Comments," it may well be questioned whether 
the author has not made two grave mistakes. The first is one of form. 
Instead of putting the translation and accompanying notes on the same page, 
he compels the reader to continually turn from the one to the other. Further, 
the notes, while suggestive, often explain what is clear to all, except per- 
haps the most primary student. Not a little material, in itself interesting, 
but somewhat foreign to the understanding of the text, is introduced, with 
the unfortunate result that the comments alone occupy one hundred and 
twenty - five pages. 

The spirit manifested in the chapter on Amos and the Hexateuch is fair 
and open to the testimony of facts. That the Deuteroriomist was influenced 
by Amos rather than Amos by the former is established. His thesis that it is 
no longer admissible to suppose that Amos derived his material from tradi- 
tion can hardly be said to be proved. From this he infers that JE was in 
existence and known to the prophet. The conclusion is drawn from an 
inductive study of the passages throwing light upon the prophet's concep- 
tions of God, that he had attained to a purely monotheistical position. 

The relative age of Joel, Obediah and Amos is treated at some length. 
The author frankly professes a preference for the early date of Joel, but he 
arrives at absolutely no conclusion as the result of his study. Unfortunately 
the social philosophy, which is one of the central questions of the prophecy, 
and which is most interesting in the light of to-day, is scarcely noticed. If 
Professor Mitchell does not exhaust the subject, neither does he the reader, 
for no one can read the book without receiving suggestions, and, for the 
student taking up Amos for the first time, it is a most valuable aid. 

C. F. K. 

Christian Scriptures : comprising the greater portion of the Books of the New 
Testament. Part III. of Scriptures Hebrew and Christian, arranged and 
edited as an introduction to the study of the Bible. By E. T. Bartlett, 
D.D., and Professor J. P. Peters, Ph.D. New York : G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1893. Pp. xii. X 601. $2.00. 

Amid changing interpretations of the Bible, said Dr. Jowett, our aim 
should be, not to add another, but to recover the original one ; that is, to 
regain the meaning of the words as they first struck on the ears and flashed 
before the eyes of those who heard and read them. Such is the purpose of 
the editor of this volume, Dean E. T. Bartlett, D.D., of the Protestant 
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Divinity School in Philadelphia. The "young readers," for whom it pro- 
fesses to be especially prepared, may be interpreted to mean, not those young 
in years, but those young in historic and systematic knowledge of the Bible, 
a class from which very few can claim exemption. Three grand principles 
are held in view : (1) the sacredness of the Book ; (2) the idea that everyone, 
in his first introduction to the Scriptures, should be led as soon as possible to 
the true point of view regarding them, that he may be saved from the need 
later of unlearning ; (3) the Bible must be read historically if we would reach 
down into the depths of its meaning. 

The volume contains the whole New Testament, with the exception of 
Jude, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John and Revelation iv.-xx., which are omitted 
because too difficult or too brief for the treatment herein designed. The 
books are arranged in chronological order, Mark being placed first. James and 
1 Peter are made to precede all the Pauline epistles, Revelation is put at 68 
A.D., and all the other Johannine writings at the end of the century. There 
is a discussion of each group of writings, and an introduction preceding 
each book. These are concise, scholarly, clear and informing. Each book 
is carefully analyzed, the headings appearing in their proper places through 
the material. The text is treated by sections, so that verse and chapter num- 
bers appear only at the top of the page. Old Testament quotations are 
printed in italics, a complete list of which is given at the end of the book. 

The translation is based upon the Revision Version, with especial use and 
commendation of the readings of the American Committee, and, except in 
three passages, the Greek text of Westcott and Hort is followed. The aim 
has been to clear up all difficulties and obscurities by simple and lucid ren- 
derings into English. This is accomplished in the text, without the assist- 
ance of foot-notes, or appended notes, and the work is admirably done. One 
may turn to a score of obscure passages, by way of testing, and find the 
meaning made plain. Of course, this necessitated a choice on the part of 
the editor between the various readings given such passages, but he has gen- 
erally taken that which stands approved by the best modern scholars. Some 
of the difficulties, however, are not removed, e. g., Matt. xvi. 18; Luke 
ix. 57-62. And others are, I believe, wrongly construed, e. g., John ii. 4, 
"Woman, what wilt thou have me to do?"; Acts xiii. 8, "He had suffered 
their manners." 

Granting that it is desirable to break up and surround the text of Script- 
ure with analyses and historical information, a matter concerning which there 
may still be difference of opinion, this volume presents such an arrangement, 
worked out with skill, ability and wisdom. It will serve him well who wishes 
to read with historical intelligence the books of the New Testament, and will 
at the same time prove an inspiration to further study. C. W. V. 



